
Acceptable References

Here is  a l i s t  of  acceptable character  referees that are suff ic ient in  l ine with Smi le Educat ion’s

compl iance and safeguarding process.  

 

P lease note your character  referee must have known you for  a minimum of 5 years  and dur ing your

per iod of unemployment.  Your referee must not be a family membe r  and must have one of the

profess ions stated on th is  l i s t .  We are unable to accept references f rom personal  emai l  accounts ,

so please only  provide professional email/contact details.

Accountant

Air l ine pi lot

Art ic led clerk of  a

l imited company

Bank/bui ld ing society

off ic ia l

Barr ister

Broker

Chairman/director  of

l imited company

Chemist

Chiropodist

Commiss ioner of  Oaths

Counci l lor  ( local  or

county)

Director/Manager of  a

VAT registered Char i ty

Director  of  a l imited

company

Off icer of  a VAT

registered company

Designated Premises

Superv isor  (e.g.  Person

with responsibi l i ty  for  the

running of a business)  

Dent ist

Dr iv ing Instructor

(Approved)

Engineer (with

profess ional

qual i f icat ions)  

Fire serv ice off ic ia l

Funeral  di rector

Faith Leaders (e.g.

Pr iest ,  Imam, Rabbi)  

Insurance agent (fu l l

t ime) of  a recognised

company

GP/Doctor (Registered) -

Please note,  unless GPs

know you personal ly

outs ide of their  pract ice,

they are unl ikely  to

consent to providing a

character  referee at al l

or  may charge for  th is

serv ice.

Journal ist

Just ice of the Peace

Legal  secretary (members

and fel lows of the

Inst i tute of legal

secretar ies)

Member of Par l iament 

Member of Her Majesty ’s

Armed Forces 

Nurse (Registered RN,

SEN,  or  holder of  a BA in

Nurs ing) 

Off icer  of  the armed

serv ices (act ive or

ret i red)

Optic ian

Paralegal  (Cert i f ied or

Qual i f ied Paralegals ,  and

Associate Members of

the Inst i tute of

Paralegals)

Person with honours (e.g.

OBE,  MBE etc.)

Personal  L icensee

Holders

Photographer

(profess ional)

Pol ice off icer

Post  Off ice off ic ia l

Pres ident/Secretary of  a

recognised organisat ion

Salvat ion Army off icer

Social  Worker

Sol ic i tor

Surveyor

Teacher/Lecturer

Trade union off icer

Travel  agency (qual i f ied)

Valuers and auct ioneers

(fel low and associate

members of  the

incorporated society)

Warrant off icers and

Chief


